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Amendments to the Claims 

( Please amend Claims 1, 4, 5 a 9 and 10, and add new Claim 12 to read as 

1 i 

i : 

follows. Note that all the claims currently pending in this application, including those |ot 
presently beinig amended, have been reproduced below. 



I 




(Currently amended) A recording apparatus for recording on 

recording sbedts V recording means, said recording apparatus comprising: j 

I 

; a transporting roller for transporting the recording sheets, said transporting 

! \ 

roller being pcjsitioneJ^upstreain of the recording means relative to the transporting 
direction; ; 

ja proximal^hscharging rfcjlerl^transporting the recording sheets, said 
\ \ 

proximal dischjarging roller Being positioiftd d^vnstream of the recording means relative 
to the transporting direction an^having deviations from a nominal circumference within! a 
first range : and 

ia. distal discharging roller disposed downstream of said proximal 
i \ 
discharging roller relative to the transporting direction, said distal discharging roller having 

deviations from a nominal circumferenceWthin a second range and being of higher 

precision than said proximal discharging roller in that the second ranp e is less than th* fiU+ 
i V 

range . 



i f 



i ! 



2. (Previously amended) A retarding apparatus according to Claim I 
said proximal discharging roller and said distal discharging roller each comprising: 

i -3- 
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i a^haft serving as a center of rotation; and 

: a Abber roller portion for integrally rotating with said shaft to transport 

i 

recording sheets, 

: wherein the shaft of said distal discharging roller is formed of metal, znk the 
shaft of said ptoximal Hischarging roller is formed of resin. i 



3. (Pr^viousR^a^leiIaed■) A recording apparatus according to Claim 2, 
wherein said distal discharging rollers ftfmed by polishing. 

4. (Curremy amended) A recording apparatus according to any oui uf 
CUiir»£]aim l A through 3, further comprising slave rollers each rotating synchronously 

: \ I 

with said proximal and distal discltarging rollers, wherein the pressing force of a distal j 
slave roller rotating $ynchronously\ith said distal discharging roller is greater than thai of 
a proximal slave roller rotating synchronously with said proximal discharging roller. 

5. (Currently amended) A recording apparatus according to any one; of 

\ 

efcims Cla i m ]| a through 3; further comprilbig load torque providing means for providing 

i * 
load torque to said distal discharging roller. 



6. 

i 



(Previously amended) According apparatus according to Claim 5, 
wherein said load torque providing means comprises a leaf spring and friction pad for 
pressing againsi the shaft of said distal dischargingMler. 
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(Previously amended) A recording apparatus according to Claiiji 5, 

t 

wherein said loadWque providing means comprises a clutch spring wound onto said s[iaft 

\ j 
of said distal discharging roller. j 




8. (itaviously amended) A recording apparatus according to Claim 5, 
wherein said load torque providing means comprises a compression coil spring for pressing 
against a gear on the axis ofteaid distal dis^ajging roller. 

9. (Curreutm amended) A Warding apparatus according to any oni of 
Claims Claim | a through 3; hereto the friction coefficient between said distal discharging 

! \ I 

roller and the recording sheets is greW than the friction coefficient between said proxijnal 
discharging roller and the recording streets. j 



'1 0. (Currently amended! A recording apparatus according to any uud u f 
Claims Claim l A tluough 3, wherein said receding means comprises a recording head j 
which records Cm the recording sheets by discharging ink. ; 



1 1. (Previously amended) A recording apparatus according to Claim jlO, 

wherein said recording head applies electricity to elecfto-thennal converters in accordance 

\ 1 

with signals, add discharges the ink using thermal energ^generated by said electro-thermal 

converters. 
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1\ (New) A method of manufacturing a recording apparatus for 
recording on recording sheets by recording means, said method comprising the steps of: 

* forming a transporting roller for transporting the recording sheets, and 
positioning thp transposing roller upstream of the recording means relative to the 

i 

transporting direction; 

\ / j 

: forming a proximal discM^gjfig roller for transporting the recording sheets, 

and positioning the proximal ^schargkf^roller downstream of the recording means ! 

relative to the transporting direction; and j 

\ 

iforming a distal discharging roller in a process of higher precision than tjiat 
of a process for forming the proximaudischarge roller, and positioning the distal 
discharging roller downstream of the proximal discharging roller relative to the 
transporting direction. 



jr^dmi 



Received from < 202 530 1055 > at 412/03 3:13:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



